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Meetings held at Age
Concern Rooms in Forth
Street, Invercargill at
7.30pm on the first &
third Thursday of each
month.

27 January

Please Note
We’ve moved a few books around.
Travel is now in the Fantasy Section, Sci-fi
is in Current Affairs and Epidemiology in in
Self Help.

Social Night - Bring a friend
Results: 2021 Aggregate
3 February

Supper Duty
27 January

Close-off: Open (1) A, B &
C Grades

Professions Defined, in plain English!

The Committee will
provide!

Learning Snippet - Sets with
Stephanie

An Accountant is someone who knows the
cost of everything and the value of
nothing.

3 February
Rosalie Lindsay, David
Clearwater

Physical Activity - Bring
your camera

An Auditor is someone who arrives after
the battle is over, and bayonets all the
wounded.

17 February

A Banker is a fellow who lends you his
umbrella when the sun is shining and wants
it back the minute it begins to rain.

17 February
Leigh Burford, Glenda
Burford

Close-off: NHx(1) & PJ(1)
Speaker: Tony Bridge

Patron:

Graham Dainty

Stephanie Forrester

Co-President:

Val Wardell

Vice President:

Anna Stewart

Immediate Past President:
McMath

A Programmer is someone who solves a
problem you didn't know you had, in a way
you don't understand.

19 February

A Lawyer is a person who writes a ten
thousand-word document and calls it a
"brief.

Liz Collett

Treasurer:

Gillian Maclean

Committee Members:
Graham Dobbs, Richard Adams,
Dave Rodgers
Digital Print Secretaries:
Ian Smith, Cheryl McMath
Newsletter Editor:
Rosemary McGeachie
Facebook/Website:
Les Ladbrook

Practical session with Tony
Bridge - more info coming.

Cheryl

Secretary:

A Statistician is someone who has his head
in the freezer and legs in the oven, and
says he feels fine on average.

Practical Images - AV

Office Bearers:
Co-President:

An Economist is an expert who will know
tomorrow why the things he predicted
yesterday didn't happen today.

How important does a person have to be
before they are considered assassinated
instead of just murdered?
Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck
wearing the clothes you were buried in for
eternity?
Why is it that people say they ‘slept like a
baby’ when babies wake up like every two
hours?
If a deaf person has to go to court, is it
still called a hearing?
Why do doctors leave the room while you
change? They're going to see you
naked anyway.

A Professor is one who talks in someone
else's sleep.
A Schoolteacher is a disillusioned person,
who used to think she liked children.
A Consultant is someone who takes the
watch off your wrist and tells you the
time.

Water in the carburettor:
WIFE: ‘There is trouble with the car. It
has water in the carburettor.’
HUSBAND: ‘Water in the carburettor?
That's ridiculous ‘
WIFE: ‘I tell you the car has water in the
carburettor.’
HUSBAND: ‘You don't even know what a
carburettor is. I'll check it out. Where's
the car?
WIFE: ‘In the pool’
Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best
way to make sure you are removing a
weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on
it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it
is a valuable plant.

9 Creative Photography
Ideas You Can Do From
Home
Looking to get inspired with some
creative photography ideas?
In this article, we share 9 easy
ideas to get your creative juices
flowing – and best of all, each and
every one can be done from home.
You don’t need to take expensive
trips or head out in bitterly cold
weather; just set up at your
kitchen table, prepare your
camera, and have tons of fun!
So, if you’re ready to capture
some incredible photos, then let’s
dive in, starting with our first idea:
1. Photograph water droplets

Water droplet photography does
require some specialized
equipment – but the results are
gorgeous, and you can literally
spend years capturing different
splash types, backgrounds, colours,
and more.
Plus, once you understand the
basic setup, it’s relatively easy to
get images like this one here:

2. Shoot some food
Everyone loves to practice food
photography, especially when the
food looks amazing. The genre is
huge.
To get started with food
photography in the comfort of your
own home, follow these
guidelines:
Lighting is key. Natural light such
as window sidelight works great. If
you use off-camera flash, the light
should come from behind the food
– but be sure to reflect the light
back (i.e., with a reflector) to
avoid unwanted shadows in your
photos.
Pay attention to the background.
Standard still-life backdrops, such
as a pure white lightbox, can be
effective. But you can also have
fun with textured backgrounds,
such as fabric or painted canvas.
Don’t just choose the background
randomly; make sure it adds
context to the food you wish to
photograph!
Style your food carefully. The best
professional food photographers
use food stylists, but the rest of us
don’t have that luxury. Instead,
you must carefully arrange your
food in a beautiful composition
(you can have fun experimenting,
but I often like to use repeating
elements, such as in the
strawberry shot below).

To start, you’ll need a camera
with a macro lens (or with
significant close-up capabilities).
You’ll also need a tripod (to keep
your camera in position), an offcamera flash (to light the
droplets), a dropper, and a bowl of
water.
The idea is to position your camera
next to the bowl of water. Switch
your lens to manual focus, then
prefocus on the middle of the bowl
(where the water will fall).
Hold the water dropper high, drop
a few droplets over the bowl, and
as they near the water surface,
fire your camera.
Note that water droplet
photography will involve plenty of
trial and error, especially if you
use the simple DIY setup I’ve
described above. To make your
droplet photos more consistent,
you can purchase specialized
water droppers and rigs (though
these can get expensive, so I only
recommend going such a route if
you’re serious about this form of
photography!)

3. Lensball light painting
Lensballs offer an easy way to
capture gorgeous refraction shots –
but if you want to take your
lensball photos to the next level,
why not try lensball light painting,
which can be done indoors with a
few basic items?
You’ll need a dark room, so either
shoot at night or in a basement or
bathroom with zero windows.
You’ll also need a tripod to hold
your camera still, as well as a
table and a sheet of glass to hold
the lensball.
Place the sheet of glass on the
table, then carefully position the
lensball on the sheet of glass. (I
like to use a keyring under the ball
to prevent it from rolling, which I
edit out later.)
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Set up your camera so that it’s
focused on the lensball, turn off
the lights, and dial in a shutter
speed of five or more seconds.
Then, once you hit the shutter
button, walk around the room
with a flashlight. Have fun drawing
different patterns in the air (as
you can see in the photo below,
zigzags are always fun!). No need
to be too rigid; the wilder the
pattern, the more interesting the
result.
4. Freeze objects in ice
If you’re stuck at home for a few
days, why not try some frozen
object photography? It’ll get you
unique photos just like this:

To get started, fill a container
with an inch of water, stick it in
the freezer, then wait a day.
Next, find a few interesting
objects, such as food, flowers, or
even toys. Place them on top of
the ice sheet, add more water
(until they’re covered), then put
the container in the freezer and
wait another day or so.
At this point, you can add more
water and wait yet another day –
it depends on the thickness of the
ice and the look you’re after – or
you can remove the ice from the
container and start shooting. I
recommend lighting your subject
from different directions (you
might even experiment with
backlight for a cool, ethereal
effect).
5. Photograph glasses on a white
background
Wine glasses look amazing when
photographed right. Here’s a quick
setup that’ll get you shots like
this:

Continued on Page 3

Continued from Page 2

First, grab a few wine glasses,
then place them on a reflective
surface (plexiglass is best, but you
can try a mirror or even a piece of
glass).
Fill the glasses with a liquid of
your choice. Water plus food
colouring works great;
alternatively, you can use wine or
juice.
Set up your camera in front of the
glasses, and place a piece of
white paper or a white sheet
behind the scene. Point an offcamera flash at the white
background, then fire off a shot!

underneath. To create water
droplets, coat the glass with
windscreen water repellent, then
use a water dropper to create a
nice pattern of droplets.
(Alternatively, you can try mixing
water and glycerine, then
dropping it onto the glass via the
dropper.)
Position your camera above the
glass, get close, and take plenty
of beautiful images! Every so
often, switch out the background;
that way, you get a variety of
stunning shots.

Oil and water, when mixed,
creates the most beautiful
bubbles:

Combine oil and water in a clear
container (a glass baking tray
works well). Elevate the container
using cups or blocks of wood.
Then position an interesting
background beneath the setup,
such as coloured paper or even a
printed photo.
Fix your camera above the
mixture, then snap away! To
create new bubble formations,
stir the mixture with a spoon
every so often (and if you’re not
using an off-camera flash, you’ll
need to wait until the bubbles
stop moving for a sharp shot).

Then set your shutter speed to 30
seconds or so, start spinning your
light source, and take some
photos.

So, grab your camera and get
started. For the best results, you
should experiment constantly.
Who knows; maybe you’ll develop
a brilliant new technique of your
own!
Adapted from: Simon Bond - digitalphotography-school.com

8. Create bokeh shapes
Bokeh refers to the blurry, out-offocus areas of a photo. But did you
know that you can actually change
the shape of the background
bokeh…
…simply by adding a cut-out in
front of your lens?

But how do you capture such a
lovely effect? Fortunately, it’s
pretty easy, as long as you have a
macro lens and a tripod.

You’ll need a completely dark
room, a tripod (to keep your
camera still when shooting), as
well as a light source attached to
some string. (If you don’t have a
tripod, you can always place the
camera on the ground, facing
upward.)

Final Word

Nailing a perfect exposure may
take a bit of trial and error, but if
you can blow out the background
while keeping the wine glasses
well exposed, then the results will
look amazing.
6. Photograph oil and water
bubbles

Light-spiral photography is unique
and fun, plus the effects are
amazing.

It might sound weird, but it works.
We go into greater detail in this
article on making custom bokeh
shapes, but the basic idea is that
you take some black construction
paper, cut an interesting shape
into the centre (like a star or a
zigzag), then “mount” it onto the
front of your lens.
When you take photos, the
background bokeh will mirror the
cut-out shape, and you’ll end up
with a mind-blowing shot!

What happens when two cameras come
from different schools of thought? They
use a polarising filter.
What camera do polar bears love?
Polaroids.
Why is it okay to make embarrassing jokes
about your camera? They'll all disappear in
a flash.

Why would a farmer make a good
photographer? They know how to handle
the crop.
Why was a lens crying in the cafe? He
realized he was not in his prime anymore.
Why was the unpredictable photographer
not invited to any event? Everyone
thought he was a loose Canon.
Why did the camera stop dreaming about
a career in photography? He couldn't
remain focused.
A motorist was mailed a picture of his car
speeding through an automated radar post
in Central Otago with a fine of $160
included. Being cute, he sent the police
department a picture of $160. The police
responded with another mailed photo of
handcuffs.

9. Photograph light spirals

7. Capture water droplets on
glass
Here’s another fun creative
project you can try: shooting
water droplets on glass.
Like the oil-water idea discussed
above, you’ll need to elevate a
glass sheet, then slip an
interesting background
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So, Satan walked up to the old man and
said, ‘Don’t you know who I am?’
The man replied, ‘Yep, sure do.’
"Aren’t you afraid of me?" Satan asked.
‘Nope, sure ain’t’ said the man.
‘Don’t you realise I can kill you with a
word?’ asked Satan.
‘Don’t doubt it for a minute,’ returned
the old man, in an even tone.
‘Did you know that I could cause you
profound, horrifying, physical agony
forever?’
‘Yep, ‘was the calm reply.
‘And you’re still not afraid?’ asked Satan.
Nope.
More than a little perturbed, Satan asked,
‘Well, why aren’t you afraid of me?’
The man calmly replied, ‘Been married to
your sister for 45 years.’

Composition Tip
Converging Lines

When (and How) to Use
Converging Lines in Your Photos

Improving your composition is
something you can always work on
regardless of your skill level or
available equipment.

If this isn't your first time around
the block, you may know that the
topic of converging lines in
photography is a hotly debated
one.

Let's investigate one very
important aspect of composition
called ‘converging lines’.

Some say that converging lines
shouldn't be used at the risk of
appearing cliché or tacky.
In contrast, others say that
mastering the compositional
concept of converging lines is one
of the most important principles of
composition.
The truth about converging lines is
somewhere in the middle—
converging lines can be used
creatively, strategically, and
beautifully to elevate photographs
and allow the photographer to send
a message to her audience.
It all comes down to using
converging lines and using them
well.

What Are Converging Lines?
Consider two straight lines. These
lines might be parallel, meaning
that they are the same distance
apart and remain that same
distance apart into infinity, or they
might be converging.
Converging lines do not continue at
the same angle, meaning that they
will eventually run into one
another and cross.
In a photograph, these lines don't
have to cross for them to be
considered converging lines.
Lines that are destined to cross at
some point out of frame are still
converging!
These converging lines in your
compositions will rarely appear as
actual lines, however.
Instead, they will be things like
railroad tracks, fences, the hard
edges of buildings in architecture
photography, streets and roads,
and a myriad of other naturally
occurring lines.

Converging lines can help add a
sense of depth to your photos, as
well as focus the viewer's
attention. Really powerful stuff.
Adapted from: DailyPhotoTips

A woman’s husband dies. He had left
$50,000 to be used for an elaborate
funeral.
After everything is done at the funeral
home and cemetery, she tells her closest
friend that ‘there is absolutely nothing
left from the $50,000.’
The friend asks, ‘How can that be?’
The widow says, ‘Well, the funeral cost
was $6,500. And of course, I made a
donation to the church -- that was $500,
and I spent another $500 for the wake,
food and drinks -- you know.
The rest went for the memorial stone.’
The friend says, ‘$42,500 for the memorial
stone? My God, how big is it?’
The widow says, ‘Four and a half carats.’
During a visit to the mental asylum, a
visitor asked the Director what the
criterion was which defined whether or not
a patient should be institutionalized.
‘Well, ‘said the Director, ‘we fill up a
bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a
teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask
him or her to empty the bathtub.’
‘Oh, I understand,’ said the visitor. ‘A
normal person would use the bucket
because it's bigger than the spoon or the
teacup.’
‘No.’ said the Director, ‘A normal person
would pull the plug. Do you want a bed
near the window?’
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HOSPITAL CHART BLOOPERS
(Actual writings from hospital charts)
1 . The patient refused autopsy.
2. The patient has no previous history of
suicides.
3. Patient has left white blood cells at
another hospital.
4. She has no rigors or shaking chills, but
her husband states she was very hot in
bed last night.
5. Patient has chest pain if she lies on her
left side for over a year.
6 On the second day the knee was better
and on the third day it disappeared
7. The patient is tearful and crying constantly. She also appears to be depressed.
8 The patient has been depressed since
she began seeing me in 1993.
9. Discharge status: Alive but without
permission.
10. Healthy appearing decrepit 66-year
old male, mentally alert but forgetful.
11. Patient had waffles for breakfast and
anorexia for lunch.
12. She is numb from her toes down.
13. While in ER, she was examined, Xrated and sent home.
14. The skin was moist and dry.
15. Occasional, constant infrequent headaches
16. Patient was alert and unresponsive.
17. Rectal examination revealed a normal
size thyroid.
18. She stated that she had been constipated for most of her life, until she got a
divorce.
19. I saw your patient today, who is still
under our car for physical therapy.
20. Both breasts are equal and reactive to
light and accommodation.
21. Examination of genitalia reveals that
he is circus sized.
22. The lab test indicated abnormal lover
function.
23. Skin: somewhat pale but present.
24. The pelvic exam will be done later on
the floor.
25. Patient has two teenage children, but
no other abnormalities.
HE MUST PAY
Husband and wife had a tiff. Wife called
up her mom and said, ‘He fought with me
again, I am coming to live with you.’
Mom said, ‘No darling, he must pay for
his mistake. I am coming to live with you.
THE BOX OF CHOCOLATES
For all of us who are married, were married, wish you were married, or wish you
weren't married, this is something to
smile about the next time you open a box
of chocolates:
Sally was driving home from one of her
business trips in Northern Arizona when
she saw an elderly Navajo woman walking
on the side of the road. As the trip was a
long and quiet one, she stopped the car
and asked the Navajo woman if she would
like a ride. With a silent nod of thanks,
the woman got into the car. Resuming the
journey, Sally tried in vain to make a bit
of small talk with the Navajo woman. The
old woman just sat silently, looking intently at everything she saw, studying
every little detail, until she noticed a
white bag on the seat next to Sally.
‘What in bag?’ asked the old woman. Sally
looked down at the white bag and said,
‘It's a box of chocolates. I got it for my
husband’. The Navajo woman was silent
for another moment or two. Then speaking with the quiet wisdom of an elder,
she said:
‘Good trade.’

